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Print media coverage

S.No. Name of the Publications

Business Dailies

1 Business Line
English Dailies

2 The Hindu

3 The New Indian Express —(with photo)

4 Metro India —(with photo)

5 The Hans India —(with photo)

6 Post Noon
Language Dailies

7 Andhra Jyothi (with photo)

8 Andhra Prabha —(with photo)

9 Ee Nadu —(with Photo)

10 Sakshi —(with photo)

11 Namaste Telangana —(with photo)

12 Praja Sakthi —(with photo)

13 Visalandhra —(with photo)
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Steps to check infant mortality

Hyderabad, Sept. 15
¥ he Union Tourism Minister K. Chiranjeevi suggested a
three-pronged approach to check material and infant
mortality. Early dmgnosm. timely care and crisis
management could solve this problem, he told an
international conference on Recent Advances in Obstetrics
and Gynaecology, here. The Minister noted with concern
that there were still over 1.72 million infant and 56,000
maternal deaths in the country every year. He also said the
country would need over 2.4 million doctors and two
million hospital beds in the next decade. — Our Bureau
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3-pronged approach
to check maternal and
infant mortality: Chiru

Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD: There are over
1.72 million " infant and
56,000 maternal deaths
registered in India every
year and a three-pronged
approach needs to be
adopted to tackle the crisis,
Union Tourism Minister K
Chiranjeevi said.

“The problem can be
tackled through crisis man-
agement, timely care and
cure through early diag-
nosis,” he said, Besides,
there is a massive shortage
of doctors and paramedical
staff which is affecting the
general well-being of the
country, he said while in-
augurating a three-day in-

fernational conference on
‘Recent Advances in Ob-
stetrics and Gynaecology’
here on Saturday.

Dr. C. N. Purandare,
president-elect of FIGO

(International Federation.

of Gynaecology and Ob-
stetrics) said a ‘Maternal
Death Review’ had been
prepared in association
with the FOGSI (Federa-
tion of Obstetric Gynaec-
ological Societies of India)
to help prevent the mater-
nal and infant mortality.
“The review will be re-
leased by the end of this

-month,” he added.

For instance, most- ma-
ternal and infant deaths
are attributed to poor tran-
sportation in Rajasthan.

Such issues can be
plugged and 90 per cent of
deaths prevented accord-
ing to Purandare. The
agenda of the conference

was build data on recent
advancements in obstet-
rics and gynaecology and
making it available to the
needy, FOGSI vice-presi-
dent Dr.S. Shantha Kumari
said.

Meanwhile, the Centre is
lobbying and extending
help to FOGSI in bidding
for global FIGO conference
which is expected to be
held in India in 2021, .Dr.
Shantha Kumari said.

“It will be a prestigious
event.It’s a long time to go
but we have to start trying
now,” she said.

Mr. Chiranjeevi also an-
nounced that his ministry
would go all out to support
the bidding. “We are trying
our best to promote India
as a global destination for
health tourism. It will go a
long way in attracting glob-
al attention in the seg-
ment,” he said.
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Half of Rural India Lacks Medical
Care Facilities, Says Chiranjeevi

Express News Service

Hyderabad: Half of rural
India is beyond the reach of
medical and health care, and
lack of medical professionals
in the country is one of the
biggest challenges now,
Union tourism minister K
Chiranjeevi said here on Sat-
urday.

Speaking at the interna-
tional conference on ‘Recent
advances in obstetrics and
gynaecology’ organised by
the Federation of Obstetric
and Gynaecological Societies
of India (FOGSI), and Inter-
national Federation of Gy-
naecology and Obstetrics
(IFGO), Chiranjeevi men-
tioned that India is also fac-
ing a shortage of medical
and paramedical profession-
als as of now.

“We need two more mil-
lion doctors for the popula-
tion. Each year about 1.7

Federation of Obstetric and Gynaecological Societies of India president
Hema Divakar welcoming Union minister Chiranjeevi to the inaugural of

a three-day international conference on ‘Recent Advances in Obstetrics
& Bynaecology’ in Hyderabad on Saturday. | EXPRESS PHOTO

million child deaths and said that the problems can
56,000 maternal deaths are  be tackled with proper man-
being reported,” he said. He  agement and healthcare for

the populace.

“My ministry is also taking
several steps to promote
medical tourism in the coun-
try, for which the private sec-
tor will have a huge role to
play,” he stated.

Dr Hema Divakar, presi-
dent, FOGS]I, said that a ma-
ternal death review pro-
gramme has been imple-
mented on a pilot basis in
two districts of Rajasthan,
namely, Sikar and Jhun-
junu.

Divakar said lack of blood
storage units, skilled health
professionals and availabil-
ity of drugs were also some
of the reasons for the deaths.
The findings of the two or-
ganisations have been pre-
sented to the National Rural
Halth Mission (NRHM) in
Rajasthan. She further men-
tioned that a similar initia-
tive will also be launched in
Karnataka.
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Will need over 24 mn

docs

in next decade: Chiranjeevi

1.72 mn infant deaths, 56,000 maternal deaths reported in India every year

METRO NEWS/HYDERABAD

Union Minister of Tourism K Chiranjeevi
said that in the next decade India will need
24 million doctors besides over 2 million
hospital beds. Speaking at the inaugura-
tion of “International Conference on Re-
cent Advances in Obstetrics &
Gynaecology” at the Hyderabad Interna-
tional Convention Centre, organised by
FOGSI (Federation of Obstetric & Gyne-
cological Societies of India) along with
FIGO (International Federation of Gy-
naecology & Obstetrics) on Saturday, he
said that half of rural India is beyond the

The conference was
organised to
showcase women
power and the girl
child as the future of
the country

reach of good Medicare. The Indian health
sector has got massive challenges and also
a huge potential, waiting to be tapped, he
said. The inaugural of the international
conference was attended by the president
of FIGO Sabaratnam Arulkumaran; FIGO
president elect, C N Purandare; president
FOGSI, Hema Diwakar; vice president,
FOGSI, Shantakumari; secretary general,
FOGSI Nozer Sheriar; Indian Badminton
player PV Sindhu besides doctorsand and
other medical officers..

Sharing the concerns of the Govern-
menton 1.72 million infant deaths besides
56,000 maternal deaths reported in India
every year, Chiranjeevi said that initiatives

. like the National Rural Health Mission,
besides many other special programmes,

o

Tourism minister K Chiranjeevi releasing a booklet

y

at FOGSI-FIGO 2013

International Conference, HICC, Hyderabad.Photo: Sirige Srikanth

have been introduced to address these
critical health care issues. He opined that
infant and maternal mortality can be tack-
led through a three pronged strategy of
crisis management, timely care and cure
through early diagnosis of the problem.

Speaking at the ceremony vice-presi-
dent of FOGSI and organising secretary
of the conference S Shantha Kumari, in
her welcome address said that the theme
of the conference is ‘save the girl child’.
She said that conferences are the best
means of exchanging ideas and dis-
cussing issues. Talking about the discrim-
ination against women and the girl child
from the earliest states and throughout
the life, she said that it has become a na-
tional concern and they aim to discuss it
in the next two days. The conference has
been organised to showcase women’s
power and the girl child as the future of
the country. And to say invest and em-
power. Girl child must be born with dig-
nity,” she said.

On the sidelines of the conference,
FOGSI president Hema Divakar said that
the body has already implement the ma-
ternal death review (MDR) program on a
pilot basis in two districts of Sikar and
Jhunjhunu which are in Rajasthan. The
review programme in these two districts
has identified that women die because of
the delay in seeking care; death during
transfer to a health facility with better fa-
cilities and in which health workers with
necessary skills are present; and inability
of the health facility to provide services
due tolack of blood storage, skilled health
professionals and availability of drugs, he
said.

FOGSI has presented the findings in
Rajasthan to the National Rural Health
Mission (NRHM). The findings will help
the states improve the maternal health-
care services delivery as they program
identifies the lapses. Maternal death re-
view is a common practice in the devel-
oped nations where death of a pregnant

lady is analysed, Hema Divakar said. We

want to start a similar initiative in Kar-

nataka so that the findings of the pro-

gramme will facilitate strengthening of'
the maternal healthcare services deliv-

ery. [t will also help the government prac-

titioners take preventive and corrective

measures to save lives, said Hema Di-
vakar, who leads the State Expert Com-

mittee (Karnataka) to analyse maternal

mortalities. -

C N Purandare in his address said that
FOGSI and FIGO have developed a soft-
ware aimed at identifying and tracking
pregnant mothers across the country
through a ‘unique number’ assigned to
pregnant mothers right from arrival of
pregnancy to the stage of delivery. Devel-
oped to work as a common platform, it
would help concerned departments of
both state and central governments to ac-
cess the mother data. The database gen-
erated would help to manage Maternal
Death Review (MDR) effectively, he
added.

Deputy Commissioner, Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare; Himanshu
Bhushan, addressing the gathering, said
that India has a large number of pregnan-
cies and deliveries. It is a huge burden on
the country; during the pregnancy
process 56,000 mothers die every year.
1.50 lakh mothers died in the year 1990.
he said.

Gynaecologists in the country are not
sufficient. That is why Government of
India in association with FOGSI is work-
ing on training doctors in Obstetrician
skills. Further, Government of India is
scaling up its efforts for further reduction
of mortality rate. Towards this direction
setup of thousands of ambulances, addi-
tional wings in existing facilities for
motherand child, identifying 16000 birth
centres as focus area have been taken up.
Himanshu Bhushan said.

Page 6 of 20



Name of Media:

The Hans India

Language:

English

Date :

15.09.13

Page:

02

Call for three-pronged strategy
reduce maternal & child mortality

@ Chiranjeevi
stresses a
three-pronged
strategy to reduce
MMR and IMR

® Shortage of
doctors depriving
50% population of
medical aid

OUR BUREAU

Hyderabad: Expressing seri-
ous concern over the increas-
ing maternal and infant
mortality rates (MMR and
IMR) in the country, Union
Minister of State for Tourism
K Chiranjeevi suggested
three-pronged strategy to ad-
dress health-related issues for
women and infants.
Chiranjeevi inaugurated
the International Conference
on recent advances in Obstet-
rics and Gynaecology, organ-
ized jointly by FOGSI
(Federation of Obstetrics and
Gynaecological Societies of
India) and FIGO (Interna-
tional Federation of Gynae-
cology and Obstetrics) here

The Union Minister of State for Tourism K Chiranjeevi lighting a lamp to mark the
inauguration of International Conference on recent advances in Obstetrics and
Gynaecology. (From left) FOGSI president Hema Divakar, FIGO president

CN Purandare and badminton player PV Sindhu are also seen

on Saturday. Speaking on the
occasion, the Union Minister
said under the strategy-crisis
management, timely cure
early diagnosis and advanced
treatment need to be adopted
to contain health risks among

women and infants. Attribut-
ing the shortage of doctors as
one of the main reasons for
the 50 per cent of the coun-
try’s population not getting
health and medical facilities,
he said that as a result 1.72

million infants were dying
every year in the country. He
informed that the Centre’s
initiative like National Rural
Health Mission (NRHM)
was showing positive results
in reducing MMR and IMR.

And his ministry was also
taking steps to encourage
medical and health tourism
so that people can have ac-
cess to affordable medical fa-
cilities. Similarly, he called on
private healthcare centres to
come forward and join hands
with government to
strengthen women healthcare
facilities. He further said that
everyone should participate
in ‘save the girl child’ and
‘women empowerment’ mis-
sions which are very close to
his heart.

FIGO president CN Pu-
randare said that software
providing regular health up-
dates of pregnant women to
prevent maternal death devel-
oped by FOGSI will be
launched soon with the sup-
port of Union government.

Each pregnant woman
would be given a unique
number through which the
details of her health could be
tracked till delivery of the
child.

Badminton champion PV
Sindu, FOGSI - President
Hema Divakar and other in-
ternational dignitaries were

apfong those present at the
vent.
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Need for doctors runs

into millions

HYDERABAID: Talking of the
massive challenges India faces in the
health sector, Minister of State for

Tourtsm Chiranjeevt said that in the
next decade India would need over

2.4 million doctors bestdes two mil-
lion hospital beds. He said the gov-

ernment was aware of this and the
National Rural Health Mission will

take initiatives to meet the demand.
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